library, and, while perhaps a little daunting, contains all the information required for those preparing for the PTEeXAM.
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Ultrasound Guidance In Regional Anaesthesia:
Principles and practical implementation. Second Edition. P. Marhofer; Oxford University Press, Great Clarendon Street, Oxford OX2 6DP, UK; $105.00; 156×235 mm; pp. 236; ISBN 978-0-199-58735-3. This book is the second edition of a handbook by the author. It is about twice the size of the first edition (Ultrasound Guidance for Nerve Blocks) published in 2008. As this is such a rapidly changing and adapting area of the speciality of anaesthesia, it seems reasonable to produce a second edition so soon. Sadly, some of the chapters have been almost directly lifted from the first edition, with almost identical text and images used. Other chapters have been modified to reflect recent article contribution to the approach and science of the techniques described. Many illustrations in the early chapters of ultrasound images are not accompanied with photographs of probe position, so the novice would have difficulty in reproducing the picture if only working from this book.
Almost all of the techniques described and shown in photographs depict the author performing sham blocks without a probe cover (the author excuses this in the opening paragraphs). With a very few exceptions, all blocks are demonstrated using the out of plane technique -clearly the author's favourite approach. Unfortunately this does not give a balanced guide to the novice nor does it reflect current practice in Australia.
A section on neuraxial blocks has been added, but has few ultrasound images of adult spines and hints on use in the obese where this can be helpful.
Finally, the author devotes only one page to continuous catheter techniques, which represent approximately a third of the current literature in regional anaesthesia. Clearly, greater discussion of techniques, placement and infusions would have been a useful addition.
